
PRESIDENT’S REPORT  
 

The year 2018 has been another busy one with some significant progress made 
under the guidance of our new Board Chair Catherine Taylor, and new Chief 

Executive Heather Verry.  
 
As I write this report, we are finalising the Destination Unity consultation process 

that has seen Catherine and Heather visiting branches across New Zealand to 
discuss some significant organisational changes recommended by the Board. The 

aim is to ensure we remain sustainable and relevant into the future.  To do this 
we need to have a structure that builds on the strengths of local support networks 
and activities, and also allows the organisation to respond to the needs of all 

people with diabetes across the country.  
 

I believe we are all in agreement that change is needed. As you consider the future 
strategic direction of Diabetes NZ, I challenge you to be as forward thinking as 
our Board has been in developing the recommendations currently before you. 

 
At this AGM, we farewell six Board and Advisory Council members. Pat Waite has 

completed his term and can be very proud of what has been achieved during his 
tenure. Both Karen Reed and I are also completing our term as Vice-President and 
President respectively, sitting on the Board and also the Advisory Council. Craig 

Sumpton is also completing his term on the Board and Advisory Council. We say 
goodbye to Patricia Bent, elected representative on the Advisory Council since its 

establishment, and Steph Mills, who was Diabetes NZ’s youth representative on 
the Advisory Council. Craig, Patricia and Steph have given a huge amount of their 
time and energy to Diabetes NZ and I am truly thankful for their dedication, input 

and support.   
 

Patrons 
 
In May we mourned the death of our long-serving patron, Lady Norma Beattie. 

With her passing Diabetes NZ has lost a true champion and friend. Norma served 
the organisation for 30 years and was incredibly generous with her time and 

support. Her contribution will be missed by us all. Our other Patron Sir Eion Edgar 
will continue in the role for Diabetes NZ during 2019. Over the past year Sir Eion 
has provided sage advice and considerable support for a range of fundraising 

initiatives, including the Fitbit MoveMeant challenge that raised $74,000. We 
acknowledge his continuing commitment and thank him for his efforts on our 

behalf. 
 

Branches 
 
Diabetes NZ currently has 14 Branches and we acknowledge the branch 

committees for their commitment and dedication supporting people with diabetes 
in their local areas. 

 
 
 

 
 



Advocacy 
 

Diabetes NZ has made a number of submissions during 2018, including: 
• A sugar tax submission to the Tax Working Group 

• A funding submission to PHARMAC on new diabetes medications and meters  
• A submission to the Ministry of Health on the Diabetes Self Management 

Education 

• proposal. 
 

In 2017 we agreed to work on a joint advocacy strategy with the New Zealand 
Society for the Study of Diabetes (NZSSD). This is still a work in progress as we 
continue to ensure our submissions fully align with NZSSD to strengthen the 

diabetes sector’s voice.  
 

Representation 
 
Diabetes NZ is a member of the following important national groups:  

• The National Diabetes Leadership Group (formerly the National Diabetes 
Service Improvement Group). This group meets quarterly and is a Ministry of 

Health advisory group.   
• NZSSD (New Zealand Society for the Study of Diabetes).  

• Healthy Lives National Science Challenge – diabetes researchers were given a 
large part of the second tranche of Healthy Lives funding and there are a number 
of pieces of research underway. In August 2017 we signed a Collaboration 

Agreement with the Director of the Healthy Lives Science Challenge, Professor Jim 
Mann, agreeing to work together, as appropriate to promote and communicate 

the Science Challenge work.  
 
Diabetes NZ Youth 

 
It has been pleasing to see the youth arm of Diabetes NZ settle and grow under 

the guidance of the Diabetes NZ Youth committee and Diabetes Youth Manager 
Ruby McGill.  Newly Diagnosed Packs have been standardised and distribution is 
now managed out of National Office. The #1 Pack and Jerry the Bear has proved 

very popular and the relationship with Beyond Type 1 has strengthened. The Board 
has ensured the future of the John McLaren Award by bolstering this fund, and I 

offer my congratulations to this year’s deserving recipients. 
 
Diabetes NZ Website/Connect/ Diabetes Wellness Magazine 

 
The website has undergone a transformation during 2018 and is looking fantastic 

and the new-look Connect e-newsletter is proving to be a great way of 
communicating to our members who have provided email addresses. The Diabetes 
Wellness magazine is getting better and better and is something we can be proud 

of. Thanks must go the editor Caroline Wood for ensuring a quality product every 
time. 

 
Diabetes Action Month  
 

The theme for the 2017 campaign was “Know the Difference” which offered us an 
opportunity to educate New Zealanders about different types of diabetes, what 

symptoms to look out for, and how to get tested. The introduction of the #1 Pack 



with Jerry the Bear as a free resource for children newly diagnosed with type 1 
successfully achieved national TV and radio coverage. This has resulted in a wave 

of orders and challenged our National Office distribution processes. Diabetes 
Action Month is a successful initiative that generates lots of publicity around 

diabetes and creates opportunities for Diabetes NZ to have its say on this 
important health issue as well as raise funds.   
 

As this will be my last report as President I would like to thank the members of 
the Advisory Council and Board for their perseverance and dedication over the 

past year. We have faced significant challenges and the odd disagreement but 
have shown each other nothing but respect and honesty throughout. I value the 
friendships we have made and hope these will continue in the future.  

 
I would also like to acknowledge the fantastic work of the National Office staff and 

thank you for your support and can-do attitude. It truly amazes me how much 
you achieve with so few people.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
Deb Connor 
Diabetes NZ President 


